











November 4th 1999








Chancellor Schröder launches first


German-Chinese trade fair project in Shanghai





The trade fair companies of Düsseldorf, Hanover and Munich and the Shanghai Pudong Land Development Corporation have signed a joint venture agreement for the construction and operation of trade fair grounds in Shanghai-Pudong


The most efficient and modern trade fair grounds in East Asia are being developed in Shanghai





On Thursday November 4th 1999, in the presence of Chancellor Schröder of Germany, the Mayor of Shanghai, Zhou Yupeng, representatives of the shareholders and management members of the trade fair companies of Düsseldorf, Hanover and Munich, and numerous representatives of the German and Chinese business communities, the groundbreaking ceremony was performed for a historically unique project, the Shanghai New International Exhibition Center. The new trade fair grounds will be constructed and operated as a joint venture by the trade fair companies of Düsseldorf, Hanover and Munich and the Shanghai Pudong Land Development Corporation. The first phase of construction comprises an area of 45,000sqm in halls and 20,000sqm on open-air sites. The grounds can be extended to an area of 200,000sqm in halls and 50,000sqm on open-air sites. 





With this project, an international trade fair venue and an international trade fair programme are being developed for the first time in the People's Republic of China by German and Chinese partners in the form of a joint venture in the services sector. For the first time, trade fair grounds are being constructed in the People's Republic of China through the cooperation of German and Chinese partners. The highly functional facilities will not only be an architectural highlight, but also set new standards. Thus, the Shanghai New International Expo Center will be the most modern and most efficient of its kind in East Asia. It is also the first time that three of the largest German trade fair companies are cooperating together - and with their Chinese partners - to offer international exhibitors maximum efficiency and service. The concept for the functional facilities and architecture of the new trade fair grounds was developed by the joint venture partners together with Helmut Jahn, the renowned German-American architect from Chicago.





On the occasion of the groundbreaking ceremony, the President and CEO of Messe München, Manfred Wutzlhofer, emphasised on behalf of the German joint venture partners, "A mighty dragon is being created with three highly successful features: Chinese dynamic growth, German trade fair quality and Helmut Jahn’s excellent architecture." The Shanghai Pudong Land Development Corporation has a 50 percent interest and the GEC German Exposition Corporation International Ltd., the joint company of the three German trade fair organisers with its registered office in Berlin, also has a 50 percent interest in the joint venture. The total investment amounts to 99 million US$.





There are plans to adapt for Shanghai suitable events from the programme of the German trade fair organisers involved, focusing, for example, on machinery and equipment in different segments of the capital goods industry, electronics, information technology, construction, environmental technology and the crafts.


�
In addition, new events are to be developed for sectors, such as leisure time, sports and consumer goods. The professional marketing concept, which will ensure the operation of the Shanghai New International Expo Center, will include close cooperation with exhibitors, Chinese industry and trade associations, and ministries.








Ö/es





�PAGE  �3�














