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Indian Textile Industry to Benefit from Texmac Indi a Fair

The textile industry occupies a very important position in the Indian economy.
However, the significance of this industry is that it is a driver of growth, giving
direct or indirect employment to nearly 35 million people. Together with garments
textiles account for nearly 30 percent of India’s total exports. A major area of
concern for the textile industry is the rapid obsolescence of technology, a fact
recognised by the government. It is a great relief to the industry that the
Technology Upgradation Fund Scheme (TUFS) for the textile industry has been
extended to 2012 because this means the industry can make fresh investments
now.

Exhibitions and conferences play a key role in upgrading technology and bringing
it to the doorstep of the consumer, be it CeBIT in Hanover for computer software,
the motor shows at Frankfurt, Tokyo and Detroit for automotive innovations or
bauma in Munich for construction technology. The major fairs in the textile
machinery segment are Shanghaitex, SIMATEX, ITMA Asia, KORTEX and for
apparel, yarns and accessories the list includes Munich Fabric, Canton Fabric,
China Sourcing Fair, Heimtextil and others. Each of these fairs has grown over
the years to serve the industry which they represent.

The time is now ripe for a technology showcase such as TEXMAC INDIA, at
which the industry can survey first hand all the latest technological trends.
Texmac India is scheduled to take place from 16 to 19 March 2011 at the
Bombay Exhibition Centre (BEC) in Mumbai. It is being held in parallel with the
conference ATEXCON organised by CITlI (Confederation of Indian Textile
Industry). Texmac India presents the Indian textile industry with an excellent
opportunity to upgrade its technology in various spheres, as renowned textile
machinery manufacturers from Europe, Japan, South Korea, China and many
other countries will be taking part and exhibiting their latest machinery and
technology at the fair.

Texmac India 2011, organised by IMAG - Internationaler Messe- und
Ausstellungsdienst, a subsidiary of Messe Munich, Germany, and FDI - Fair
Design India, has the full support of a number of trade organisations in the field.
The previous Texmac India was supported by organisations like:



ACIMIT - Italian Textile Machinery Manufacturers Association

BTMA - British Textile Machinery Association

IGCC - Indo-German Chamber of Commerce, New Delhi

ATMA - American Textile Machinery Association

TEMSAD - Textile Machinery and Accessories Industrialists Association,
Turkey

VDMA - German Engineering Federation’s Textile Machinery Division

KOTMA - Korean Textile Machinery Association

The Jiangsu Association (China)

An added attraction of Texmac India is that like its previous edition, ATEXCON —
Asian Textile Conference is being held in parallel. This will ensure the presence
of top management and decision-makers from all the leading textile
manufacturers in India and the neighbouring countries. The organiser of
ATEXON is CITI which has 27 members — associations, corporations and
promotion councils — spread across India.

The first edition of Texmac India was held on 9000 sg.m. of exhibition space at
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi in 2007. This event attracted 200 exhibitors, of which
as many as 140 were overseas companies coming from countries like Italy, UK,
Germany, Japan, South Korea and China. The event attracted over 6000
business visitors not only from India but also from the neighbouring countries of
Pakistan and Bangladesh as well as from further afield, e.g. Turkey, Iran etc.

The second edition of Texmac India is taking up a larger exhibition area, covering
some 15,000 sg.m. The venue has been moved to Mumbai for greater
convenience, in view of the proximity of the textile industry as a whole. The
timing of the event is also ideal. Coming at a time when the textile industry, like
other industries, is recovering from the recession and planning fresh investments
to meet the growing demand for textiles, the Texmac India fair is bound to
generate considerable interest both with the exhibitors as well as the visitors.

The industry has grown considerably over the years. Total yarn production in the
country has increased from 3940 million kg in 1999-2000 to 5512 million kg in
2007-08. It declined marginally to 5330 million kg in 2008-09. Likewise total fabric
production in the country has increased from 39,208 million sg.m. in 1999-2000
to 55,257 million sg.m. in 2007-08. It declined marginally to 54,198 sqg.m. in
2008-09 due to the global recession but has picked up again during 2009-10. In
the first eight months of the year total fabric production has already reached a
level of 39,908 million sg.m.

An interesting phenomenon in the textile industry has been that although
production of yarn and fabric has increased, there has been a considerable
decline in the number of composite mills (non-SSI). The total number of
composite mills has come down from 285 in 1999-2000 to 177 in 2009-10.



Exclusive weaving mills in the non-SSI sector have also registered a fall, their
number coming down from 202 in 1999-2000 to 184 in 2009-10. On the other
hand the number of spinning mills (non-SSI) has increased from 1565 to 1657
during the period.

In the SSI sector, both spinning and weaving have registered considerable
growth in the number of units. The number of spinning mills in the SSI sector has
increased from 921 in 1999-2000 to 1249 in 2009-10. Likewise the number of
power loom units has increased from 367,000 to 499,000 during the period.

Installed capacity has increased in all sectors across the spectrum except for
handlooms where it has remained stable throughout the last ten years. Total
spindles have increased from 37.08 million in 1999-2000 to 41.27 million in 2009-
10. The number of power looms has increased from 1630,000 to 2224,000 during
the period. Man-made fibres and man-made filament have recorded the highest
growth in installed capacity. Installed capacity of man-made fibre increased from
1066 million kg in 1999-2000 to 1763.11 million kg in 2009-10 while that of man-
made filament nearly doubled from 1078 million kg to 2143 million kg during the
period.

Growth in the number of units and installed capacity of the industry is matched by
the growth in total exports of textiles from the country. Total exports of textiles
(including jute, coir and handicrafts) increased from US$ 10,521 million in 1999-
2000 to US$ 22,146 million in 2007-08 before declining to US$ 20,940 million in
2008-09 due to the global recession.

Now that the recessionary trend in the world markets is coming to an end and the
textile industry is experiencing an upsurge in demand, increased investment in
new machinery is expected. Already textile machinery manufacturers are
receiving new inquiries and orders from the Indian textile industry, giving a clear
signal of a revival in demand. The Texmac India trade fair is thus poised to
attract considerable interest from all sections of the textile industry.

The textile industry in India has also been attracting foreign direct investment
(FDI). During the period from August 1991 (when FDI norms were relaxed) to
November 2009 India attracted total FDI of US$ 125.92 billion. Of this the textile
industry accounted for US$ 1.03 billion. The inflow of FDI into Indian industry is
expected to increase, because the Indian economy is currently the second
fastest growing economy in the world, behind China, and has held up strongly in
the current recession, recording growth of 6.5 percent in 2008 and 2009 and with
expected growth of 8.8 percent in 2010.

The Indian economy is thus poised for significant growth in the near future. The
textile industry, being the backbone of the country, will doubtless be keeping
pace with this growth and registering new highs in production and investment.



Texmac India will prove to be a major instrument in the industry's efforts to
modernise and expand capacity.

(By: Mr. Harald Mdiller, Chairman & CEO,
IMAG Internationaler Messe- und Ausstellungsdienst GmbH, Germany)
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